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_ the concrete, telling God they would 


“Hawkins and Dr. Harlin J. Roper 


day in the plant and home of the 
fine Christian printer of The Sword 
~ of the Lord, W. H. McNitzky, Den- 
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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 


OO eee x 
Vee OOOO WA 48 AAAS 
UU. SOOO, aa, SAU 6 oe 
WOOO. \ Socom AAAI, “OOOO ‘oor y 5 aay 
oe fei eee 
CAO: Sy WAAAAA 
Oopoooo. Wr, ae 
With CY 
AAA, “Soy 
eeees 
se 


_ 


An independent Religious Weekly, Standing for the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament 


Soul Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ. Opposes Modernism, Worldliness, and Formalism 


VOLUME IX, No. 5 


DENTON, 


TEXAS, FRIDAY, AUGUST 14, 


1942 


$1.00 PER YEAR 


A Visit “Home” 


in Dallas 


Friday night, August 7th, the 
editor closed an eighteen day series 
of: meetings in Dallas, the place 
where he spent more thah seven 
and one-half busy years with the 
Galilean Baptist Church before en- 


in 1940. 

We praise God first of all for the 
precious souls saved. There were 
not as many as we wanted, but a 
goodly number of the unsaved who 
attended were turned to God. 


Second, our hearts are especially 
grateful for the moving of God 
upon the Christians. Five noble 
young people have made applica- 
tion for entrance in Moody Bible 
Institute for the first time in the 
fall, the decision growing out of 
this campaign, [I believe in each 
case. Others from Dallas will re- 
turn to Wheaton College and) 
Moody Bible Institute where they 
have ‘Already done some _ work. 
Three other men are struggling 
with God’s call to preach. There 
have been many tears, many Chris- 
tians confessed their waywardness, 
their coldness, their lack of a soul- 
winning testimony, and it was pre- 
cious to see the other night, a great 
group, scores of people, kneeling on 


‘go anywhere He should lead, that 
they, like David, would not offer 
unto the Lord their God a burnt 
offering of that which did cost 
nothing. (II Samuel 24:24). 


A third matter for rejoicing was 
the sweet fellowship with Chris- 
tians. I have been on the Radio Re- 
vival services with Rev. W. E. 
Hawkins, on Radio KRLD in a 
number of broadcasts; Brother 


of Scofield Memorial Church were 
guest speakers with me at the 
tenth anniversary service of the 
church which God led me to found 
ten years ago, and we have had 
sweet fellowship with a number 
of other pastors. We had a half- 


162 Graduate from 
Moody Bible Institute 
Including Joe B. Rice 


Last Wednesday, August 5th, in 
Moody Memorial Church at 7:45 
p.m. a class of 162 young men and 
women graduated from Moody Bi- 
ble Institute ,at the spring term 
commencement. Dr. P. B. Fitzwa- 
ter, Dean ad interim of the Insti- 
tute, gave the commencement ad- 
dress. 


Forty-five of the graduates are 
volunteers for foreign mission serv- 
ice in ten countries. The graduating 
class represents twenty-nine states 
and Canada. Rev. Joe B. Rice, the 
editor’s brother, is one of the grad- 
uates. He has accepted a pastorate 
and we congratulate him and all 
these fine young men and women 
who completed their course of 


study in this greatest of Bible In-. 


stitutes, “the school that D. L. 
Moody founded.” 


ton, Texas. And then old friends 
have-come from far and near, from 
all over Dallas and from far be- 
yond. Former members of the 
church have come back by the hun- 
dreds to greet me and hear me 
preach, though now removed to 
other communities and churches. 
And again. pe eople. droye from, . Fort; 
Worth for the servicesand a man 
came from Stamford, Texas, 210 
miles away, to be in the services 
on last Thursday night and Friday 
night. What tears! What reminis- 
cences! What love and fellowship! 


There have been remarkable 
changes in some lives. One old lady 
who has been using snuff for over 
sixty years quit it ten days ago 
and is as happy as a child in her 
blessing. 


It has been especially pleasant to 
have fellowship with Dr. Wells and 
his family and to enjoy his fine 
hospitality. He has done a good 
work in Dallas. Especially far 
reaching is his work with the Dal- 
las Bible Institute, which has’ held 
some evening week night classes 
for two years. 


(Continued on page three) 


WHEATON COLLEGE CHAPEL TALKS 


The Last Full 
Measure of Devotion 


Second of Seven Stenographically Reported Addresses on Elijah, the 


Tishbite, given in Wheaton College 


Chapel by 


PRESIDENT V. RAYMOND EDMAN, PH.D., LL.D. 


Our lesson regarding Elijah re- 
lates very largely to the matter of 
prayer. Yesterday morning we con- 
sidered the decision and the dis- 
cipline of discipleship, i.e., Elijah’s 
gness to step aside from pub- 


lic ministry and usefulness to a 


place of obscurity and apparent 
uselessness by the brook Cherith; 
and the brook, as it dried up, was 
a test of the discipline of his soul, 
if he would persist in the plan of 
God irrespective of outward cir- 
cumstances. 

I clipped from somewhere this 
little observation: “Had Elijah been 
led straight to Zarephath, he would 
have missed something that helped 
to make him a wiser and better 


_ man, He lived by faith at Cherith; 
and whensoéver in our life some} — 
spring of earthly resource has dried | 
up, it has been that we might learn | 


that our and help are in God.” 
- Thus E Gay hy Pay obec red 
the brook until ae 


> 


‘| say I have no authority for my con- 


‘| ple sinned against Him. Why the 


| man’s inhumanity to man teach the 


HEL 


A minister friend sent an article 
to one of our outstanding Christian 
magazines on the ‘“‘Love of God;” 
the article was returned to him 
saying that they had more mate- 
rial on this subject than could be 
printed. This old sin cursed world 
has tried to take advantage of the 
Love of God. They stand and cry 
aloud the love of God and forget 
that He is also a Just God. I be- 
lieve that “God is Love” but do not 
forget that the Bible also states 
that “God is a Consuming Fire.” 
The world has for the past few 
years heard a lopsided Gospel, all 
love and no judgment. 

‘It is high time that the preach- 
ers of this land get back to preach- 
ing both sides of the truth. Our 
churches and church members are 
love sick with heinous lies that God 
is a God of love and would not let 
a soul suffer in hell. This doctrine 
robs God of His Holiness and 
teaches that He puts His approval 
on sin. Knowing that the world is 
flooded with hese teachings I send: 
rout this message of warning, trust- 
ing God will use it to the salva- 
tion of many. 


This is a day of doubt an® de 


e FABLE, FICTION, 
© OR FACT 


By EVANGELIST PORTER L. BARRINGTON 
425 7th Avenue, Altoona, Pennsylvania 


"THE WICKED SHALL BE TURNED INTO HELL, AND ALL NATIONS THAT FORGET GOD'"—Psa. 9:17 


nial, men are doubting the exist- 
ence of God, and denying His 
word. It is undoubtedly a dishonest 
age, man is not honest with his 
fellowman, nor is he honest with 
his own soul. Many let college or 
some modern preacher poison their 
minds against God and His word. I 
ask you for this-one time to give 
God a chance to speak the truth 
of this doctrine of an eternal hell 
to your heart and mine. 


I know it. is an unpopular sub- 
ject and anyone believing it is at 
once an outcast in many of our 
large denominations. I attended a 
ministers’ meeting some time azo 
in a middlewest town where three 
fourths cf the ministers present 
denied the teachings of the word of 
God concerning an eternal hell. 


Most of them denied everything 
that was supernatural about the 


Bible. It is such preachers (so- | ee 


called) as this who do more to 


damn souls’ than “dll tite bootleg- 1 ]e ae 


gers, saloons, dance halls, shows 


— t 
7” A * 


ber 


Sa | 


eee se ee ee oe 


(Continued on page two) 


PORTER L. BARRINGTON 


HOW GOD IS USING HITLER 


(‘AND HOW THE DEMOCRACIES MUST WIN) 


By EVANGELIST HYMAN APPELMAN, 


"COME, AND LET US RETURN UNTO THE LORD: FOR HE HATH TORN, AND HE WILL HEAL US; 
AND HE WILL BIND ‘US UP" — Hosea 6:1 


HE HATH SMITTEN, 


The very righteousness of God 
required that the scourge of red 
war should be visited upon the 
earth. This evil, God-forgetting, 
world - conforming, sin - inventing, 
Bible-disregarding, generation was 
to face its sins, to acknowledge its 
utter insufficiency, to realize the 
lordship of Jehovah. Science was 
to learn the bitter lesson that the 
classroom could not mold charac- 
ter, that the laboratory could not 
bring in the golden age, that in- 
vention and discovery would but 
lend tools of destruction to bestial- 
ity and inhumanity. 


You do not agree with me? You 


tentions ? How read you the Word? 
How understand you God’s dealings 
with the children of Israel? Have 
you forgotten the message of the 
Book of Judges? Again and again 
the Lord permitted, even raised up, 
the enemies of Judah and Israel 
to overwhelm those lands with their 
fierce depredations when the peo- 


Babylonian captivity ? Why the ter- 
rible, bloody destruction of Jeru- 
salem, if they were not to teach 
the Jews the lesson of humility, of 
penitence, of obedience? 


History's Lesson 


Leaf the Bible. Leaf the pages 
of history, which some one-has well 
called “His story.” Do not its war- 
indicted, blood-written records of 


same message, that God will not 
hold scatheless that nation, those 
nations, who turning 
their unbelieving backs upon Him ? 
Do not the blood-soaked fields of 


the Continent, fertilized 
9 Sony nae centuries with the. 


spoiling bodies of the choicest and 
best of every one of its nations’ 
finest manhood, reveal plainly the 
displeasure of God? No, beloved, 
my prayer is that God may open 
America’s eyes, unlock America’s 
minds,to the howling chorus of 
war-made warning, that although 
Jehovah’s patience is lasting, it is 
not everlasting. 


You demand proof? Follow me 
then as I press upon your hearts 
and minds God’s declaration: 


“Hear the word of the Lord, 
ye children of Israel: for the 
Lord hath a controversy with the 
inhabitants of the land, because 
there is no truth, nor mercy, nor 
knowledge of God in the land. 
By swearing, and lying, and kill- 
ing, and stealing, and committing 
adultery, they break out, and 
blood toucheth blood. Therefore 


shall the d mourn, and every 
one that dwelleth therein shall 
languish .... As they were in- 


creased, so they sinned against 
me: therefore will I change their 
glory" into shame .... Give ye 
ear . . for judgment is toward 
you . . I will go and return to 
my place, till they acknowledge 
their offense, and seek my face: 
in their affliction they will seek 
me early” (Hos. 4:1 to 5:15). 
The Spirit spoke by the prophet 
over twenty-five hundred years ago, 
yet his message is frighteningly 
timely. So think with me along 
these three important lines: 
Punishment Visited; The Penitence 
Required; The Prosperity Prom- 
ised. 


The Punishment Visited 
Why this world-wide terror? 
Why Hitler? Why Japan? Why the 
(Continued on page four) 


Fort Worth, Texas 


The | 
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42K. * 
T Love America 

America is my beloved moth- 
er. Every crimson drop of blood 
in my body carries affection for 
this land. It gave me an educa- 
tion that would have been de- 
nied me, a Russian Jew; in any 
other country in the world. It 
gave me Christ and His salva- 
tion. It provides for me, for my 
wife, for my babies, the privi- 
_lege of living unashamed, una- 
fraid. My grateful heart cries 
out continually, "God bless 
America! God give her triumph 
| over all her foes." 

My hope—the hope of m 
poor people ana sudiat 
God, in the victory of the Al- 
lies. For this victory, with all the 
fervor of my being | would 
yearn, | would work, | would 
pray—that ultimately (and soon, 
if it please Him so to do} God 


Himself may be greatly glori- 
fied. 
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| HELL: FABLE, 
/ (Continued from page one) 


'} and gambling places in any com- 
> # munity. | 

If there is a hell, I am sure you 
do not want to go there. No one 
ever intended to suffer for eter- 
nity in a place of torment, but let 
us think, did anyone ever intend 
to spend life in a penitentiary? . 
Did anyone -intend to go to the 
death chair? “No.” But in reality 
they choose such a career. And 
when caught and brought before 
the court, their good intentions do 
not change the penalty. You go 
against the law of the country and 
that country will seek you and 
when found, tried, and found guil- 
ty, then you are punished. Let us 
give God the same privileges. 


“We have all sinned and come 
short of His glory.” 


“We are by nature the children of 
wrath, (Rebels of God).’”’ We were 
outlaws, breaking His Holy laws 
therefore we were enemies of God. 
Now I know that many people re- 
Sent this but let us listen to the 
words of our Lord found in John 
8:44 “Ye are of your father the 
devil.” And so regardless of who 
you are or how good you have been 
in the past if you have never been 
“born again” I say it kindly, you 
belong to the family of the devil 
and not to the family of God, there 
are only two classes of people in 
the world, the saved and the un- 
saved: Of which class do you be- 
long? - 

Our states have their laws and 
have their penalties attached to 
them. A law would be of no value 
if it were not for the penalty. What 
good would it do for God to have 
laws without a penalty? 
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if he sends sinners to hell for eter- 
nity when they only lived in sin 
a few years.” Now the truth is, 
God does not send men to hell but 
they send themselves by rejecting 
Him. 

Suppose we run our country on 
the same basis that you want God 
to deal with man. You think that 
if a man lives in sin fifty years, 
God is not just for sending him to 
hell for eternity. You think that 
. he should only be in God’s peni- 
tentiary for about the same 
amount of time that he lived in 
sin. Here is a man caught robbing 
a bank. He is tried and found 
guilty. 

The judge. 

“How long did it take you to rob 
that bank?’ 

The prisoner, 

“Fifteen minutes, Your Honor.” 

The judge, : 

“Then I sentence you to fifteen 
minutes in the state penitentiary.”’ 

I am sure that you can see the 
nonsensical side of this argument. 
‘The big difference is, you and I 
deal in time, but God deals in eter- 
nity. His laws are eternal laws, 
and his penalty must be an eternal 
one. 

Take the law of gravitation, 
when a man breaks this law he 
must suffer the consequences. Sup- 
pose a man should step off from a 
two-story building, bruising and 
breaking his body, would he be 
justified in blaming God for mak- 
ing the law of gravitation? ‘‘No.” 
The law of gravitation is for our 
own good so are all his other laws. 

If we have all sinned as God 
. Says, and God cannot lie, then we 
are all under the penalty not 
awaiting trial but in spiritual 
death cells awaiting eternal hell. 
‘But God hath made a way of es- 
cape, he offers you a pardon, sal- 
vation by grace. 

Eph. 2:8, 9: “For by grace are 
you saved through faith: and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: Not of works, lest any man 
should boast.” 

Many say, “I intend to be saved 
some day, I do not intend to go to 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Entered as second-class matter, 
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at Denton, Texas, under the Act 
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But you say, “God is not just 


5 or ee tg 


ICTION, OR FACT | 


Hell.” I am sure there is not a 
soul in hell tonight that ever in- 
tended to go there. Your good in- 
tentions will not keep you out of 
hell. You must make a choice of 
life or death, heaven or hell. Some 
refuse to make this choice but as 
someone said, “Not to choose is 
choosing.” How true it is in this 
case, not to choose heaven is 
choosing hell. 

Not to choose salvation is to 
choose damnation. If I could give 
you a glimpse of hell and all its 
miseries, I am sure you would flee 
from the wrath to come. God gave 
his Son to die in our place that we 
might be saved from eternal] Hell, 
unto eternal Heaven. 

John 3:18: “He that believeth on 
him (that is Christ) is not con- 
demned; but he that believeth not 
is condemned already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God.” 


|. This Doctrine of an Eternal Hell 
Magnifies the Love of God As No 
Other Doctrine Does 


If there is no hell I charge God 
the Father with cruelty for send- 
ing his Son to die in our place to 
save us from a hell that does not 
exist. Look back to Calvary and 
there you will see the Son of God 
taking our hell, being made sin 
for us, paying the eternal penalty 
thereof that we might know Him 
whom to know aright is life eter- 
nal. 

John 3:16: “For God so loved 
the world that he gave His. only 
begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” It is 
one thing to love, and another to 
SO love. You and I love but God 
SO loves. Spurgeon said, ‘The 
word SO in John 3:16 is the most 
expressive word in any language.” 
It indeed gives us some idea of 
the degree of God’s love. 

“God is love.” : 

It was His great love that moved 
Him to plan a way of escape for 
man. 

Matt. 25:41: “I have prepared 
hell for the devil and his angels.” 

Hell was not prepared for you, 
neither was it prepared for me, but 


for the devil and his angels. Some}. 


people think that the devil is the 
governor of hell and is there tor- 
menting the lost. But that is far 
from the truth. As he will suffer 
there more than any other as it 
was prepared for him. 

Now let me tell you what God 
hath prepared for us. About 2000 
years ago God the Son — 


Left the glories of heaven, for 
the gloom of the world. 

-.He left the side of the Father, 
for the sin of the world. 

He left the cares of the angels, 
for the abuse of man. 

He left the crown and its glo- 
ries for the cross and its curse. 


“My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken me!” Sinful man 
stood by and looked on but the 
sun hid its face and there was 
darkness for the space of three 
hours. Some one has said, “Few 
mourn his death but God hung a 
crepe over the doorknob of heaven. 
Man fails to tremble beneath his 
load of sin but the earth’s very 
foundation quaked beneath its tre- 
mendous load as He bore our sins 
in His own body on the tree.” 

Think, O Sinner — 

“He who knew no sin.” 

II Cor. 5:21. 

“Who did no sin.” I Peter 2:22. 

“Who had no sin.” IT John 3:5. 

“Was made sin for wus, that we 
might be made the righteousness 
of God in him.” 


God through his Son, prepared 
salvation for every sinner. But ev- 
ery individual must by faith ac- 
cept this salvation before he can 
be saved. If rejected or neglected, 
you identify yourself with Satan 
against God, and must suffer the 
eternal consequences. | 

On the cross we hear Him cry, 
“It is finished.” 

Your salvation and my salvation 
was finished by Jesus Christ, in 
Jesus Christ, on the cross. If you 
will take* God at His word and, 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
thou shalt be saved.’ Salvation is 
all of grace and not of works lest 
any man boast. Sinner friend, let 
me say to you again that God 


prepared salvation for you, but 
‘damnation for Satan. Heaven for 


you, but hell for Satan. But if you 
reject this salvation, you must 
share Satan’s damnation. This doc- 
trine of an eternal hell exalts and 
magnifies the love of God as no 


other doctrine does.. Before we 
could fathom the love of God, it 
would be necessary to fathom hell. 
Since hell is fathomless, it is im- 
possible to comprehend tHe great- 
ness of God’s love. He SO loved us 
that he died to save us from eter- 
nai hell. | 

Romar:s 5:6: “In due time Christ 
died for the ungodly.” In reading 
this scripture I like to think of it 
in this manner. Nineteen hundred 
years ago a bill came due against 
the human race that man could not 
pay, but God the Son came down, 
and Paid IN FULL. Now we can 
sing: 

“Jesus paid it all, 

All to Him I: owe, 

Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow.” 


ll. How Long Is Eternity? 


God’s penitentiary is an eternal 
penalty in which souls must stay 
and,..pay who reject Jesus Christ 
as their personal savior. 

An old negro preacher was -to 
preach on the subject of Eternity. 
He stepped up to the pulpit and 
began, “Ahs gwine to preach on 


‘| eternity and my good friends, ahs 


here to tell you that eternity am a 
long time, and when you gets into 
eternity you will be there for eter- 
nty, for eternity am eternity, and 
when you get there you will be 
there thru eternity.” Finally the 
old colored man found that his vo- 
cabulary could not adequately ex- 
pound the subject at hand. He at 


last used this illustration: 


“Suppose that this world was 
one great ball of steel of the very 
hardest kind, and a little bird came 
fiying through space and took one 
peck at this ball of steel as large 
as this world and flew away into 
Space and stayed there one million 
years. At the end of that million 
years this same little bird came 
flying back through space and took 
another peck at this ball of steel 
as large as this world and flew 
away into space again and so 
forth.” And at last the old preach- 
er closed by saying, “When this 
little bird by coming once every 
million years and taking one peck 
at this ball of steel as large as this 
world and had worn it completely 
away THEN ETERNITY AM BE- 
GINNING TO DAWN.” 


Dear reader, my soul and your 
soul will be in eternity (time with- 
out end) in one of two places — 
eternal heaven or eternal hell. 


I had a young fellow not long 
ago attack me on the subject of 
immortality of the soul. He only 
wanted to argue and began by do- 
ing a lot of supposing, that’s about 
all the unbeliever has to stand up- 
on. When you let an infidel sup- 
pose once he will] suppose twice, 
three times, four times, etc. So I 
said let me do a little supposing —. 


Let us suppose you are right. 
Then he smiled as though he 
thought I had weakened and doubt- 
ed the word of God, 


“There is no-heaven, no hell, no 
God, nothing beyond the grave, 
when we are dead that’s the end of 
everything.” Then I asked him, 
‘‘Am I any worse off for believing 
and enj:ying Christianity?” He 
answered, “NO.” Then I said, ‘‘Let 
me suppose just once more — 

Suppose I am right and you are 
wrong, 

There is a God, 

There is a Heaven, 

There is a Hell, 

There is sin and a Savior, Jesus 
Christ, when we come to die I am 
going to be all right, I am going 
to heaven, but what about you?” 
His countenance dropped, weakly 
and slowly, he answered, “I will be 
lost.” 

Ah, my friend, your soul is im- 
mortal, Heaven and Hell is eternal, 
where will you be in eternity? 
When once that eternal gate has 
been closed on a _-poor lost soul 
they need no one tell them that 
they are in the Hell of Hell. 

Lost —- lost — lost. Damned — 
damned — damned. There to suf- 
fer the untold agonies forever and 
ever. Here time heals the wound 
and comforts the broken heart, but 
not so in hell. Ten thousand years 


neither will it ease the pain. 

Ah, every cavern will echo eter- 
nity, eternity. Every where the ear 
is turned they will hear those 
words eternity, eternity! Every- 
where the eye will fall they will 
see those words eternity, eternity! 
From ong side of hell to the oth- 
er, from the heights to the depths, 
every soul will always be conscious 
of the everlasting tortures of hell. 

Death whieh is a monster and 
hated here would be worshipped in 


will bring them no nearer the end» 


hell if he could’destroy the soul, 
but not. so. Death does not have 
that power in hell. If death could 
annihilate, all the damned would 
fall at his feet and worship him 
until every cavern was silent, but 
the terrible reality is this — 

“The worm dieth not and the 
fire is never quenched.” . 


lll. Is Hell a Fact? 


“If there is no Hell then the Bi- 
ble is not the word of God, and we 


‘are still in our sins and of all 


creatures most miserable. If there 
is no hell then Christ was the big- 
gest deceiver this world has ever 
known, All through his teaching he 
tells us of an eternal hell. We have 
people today who say, there is a 
Heaven but no hell. Here is where 


| L agree with the atheist — he says, 


“If there is a Heaven there must be 
a Hell.” He is right. You cannot 
have one without the other. Some 
people say that hell is not a fact 
because of its horrors, yet there 
are many bitter facts in this world 
that cannot be denied. ; 

Sickness, Suffering, Sorrows, Sin, 
Death and many others, 

They are not pleasant but no one 
but a fool would try to deny their 
reality. 

Hell is a fact. 

To dodge it will not annihilate it. 

To ignore it will not erase it. 

To deny it will not destroy it. 


Preachers remove it from their 
preaching — churches take it out 
of their creed, but nevertheless, it 
still remains to be hell where the 
worm dieth not and the fire is nev- 
er quenched. — 

Let the world draw up a peti- 
tion, 3 
“There is no hell.” 


Have every preacher, every 
world leader, every man, woman, 
and child that are existing from 
the four corners of the earth sign 
this petition, then let the world 
come together and have a great 
jubilee and shake it in the face of 
God, telling him that we do not 
believe in an eternal hell as taught 
in the Bible. But, ah! my friend, 
that would not change hell. Your 
belief and my unbelief will never 
change this fact, there is an eter- 
nal place of punishment. 


IV. Reasons That Prove Hell 


There myst be two sides to ev- 
erything. There is right and the 
opposite wrong; up and the oppo- 
site down; east and the opposite 
west; north and the opposite south; 
heat and the opposite cold; Heav- 
en and the opposite Hell. Just sup- 
pose that there was not the “oppo- 
site of heat, how long would this 
old world last? Or suppose there 
was not the opposite of cold—we 
would all be in cold storage in the 
twinkle of an eye. 


Every effect must have an ade- 
quate cause. We have a watch then 
we know we have a watchmaker. 
We have a car, we know that that 
car did not just happen but had a 
builder, we have a house, we must 
have a carpenter. Could you ever 


be convinced that these things just 


happened without a cause? But 
there are some that will look at 
this creation and try to deny its 
Creator. I had a man at the close 
of one of our services in Chicago 
stop me and ask me to explain 
God. I thanked him for the com- 
pliment and came right back at 
him' — don’t let them have the 
boy’s job all the time. Any boy can 
ask questions that no man can an- 
swer and the atheist likes to take 
the boy’s place. So I said let me 
ask you a question — 

' “Where did this universe come 
from. with all its order and ar- 
rangement, now answer me and 
leave God out of it?” He began. 


“Well, I suppose that there was 
force and matter and some millions 
of years ago they just came to- 
gether and out came the universe.” 
Avery intelligent and beautiful 
explanation indeed! He forgot to 
tell me where force and matter 
came from. I said to him, 

“You do not believe what you 
teach, see that Ford of mine out 
there; that’s matter there’s 
something always the matter. Now 
you get into the back seat and 
I shall get under the wheel, step 
on the starter and now we have 
force and matter working togeth- 
er.” 

That’s right, he said. . 

“Now I am going to take you 
for a ride down through the loop 
over to Lakeshore Drive, and when 
we get up to about fifty miles 


hour — cars zipping on both 
| Sides, then I will og ro 


3 et in the back 
seat with you and let force and 
matter have its perfect work to- 
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gether, without a _ controlling 
mind.” * ; 

He said, “Oh, no!” 

“Then you do not believe your 
theory that force and matter can 
work in harmony without a guid- 
ing mind.” How could these worlds 
continue in space and not have an 
intelligent mind to keep them from 


}crashing one into another and 


causing eternal chaos and -dark- 
ness ? | 

Now let us see what we have— 
if there’s an up, there’s a down; 
heat then cold; Heaven then we 
must have a hell; no hell then no 
heaven; no heaven then no creator 
in the heavens; no creator in the 
heavens then no creation. To deny 
existence of an eternal hell is to 
deny the existence of this creation. 
The Bible contains everything that 
God intended that we should know 
about hell. Science. has failed, they 
know nothing about the soul af- 
ter death unless they accept the 
Bible as the word of God. I am 
glad that God gave us this warn- 
ing in his word pleading with us 
to flee from the wrath to come. 
In Luke 16:19-31: “There was a 
certain rich man, which was 
clothed in purple and fine linen and 
fared sumptuously every day.” 

“And there was a certain beg- 

gar named Lazarus, which was laid 
at his gate, full of sores.’ 
_ “And desiring to be fed with the 
crumbs which fell from the rich 
man’s table: moreover the dogs 
came and licked his sores.” 

“And it came to pass, that the 
beggar died, and was carried by 
the angels into Abraham’s bosom: 
the rich mam also died, and was 
buried;” 

“And in hell he lifted up his 
eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in 
his bosom.” 

“And he cried and said, Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and cool 
my tongue; for I am tormented in 
this flame.” 

“But Abraham said, Son, re- 
member that thou in thy lifetime 
recewedst thy good things, and 
likewise Lazarus evil things: but 
now he is comforted, and thou art 
tormented.” 

“And beside all this between us 
and you there is a great gulf fixed: 
so. that they which. would pass 
from hence to you cannot; neither 
can they pass to us, that would 
come from thence.” 


“Then he said, I pray thee there- 
fore, father, that thou wouldst send 
him to my father’s house: 


For I have five brethren; that he 


also come into this place of tor- 
ment.” 

“Abraham saith unto him, They 
have Moses and the prophets; let 
them hear them.” 


“And he said, Nay, Father Abra- 
ham, but if one went unto them 
from the dead, they wili repent.’ 


“And he said unto him, If they 
hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead.” 


Many hold this to be, a parable, 
but any Bible scholar will know 
that this is more than a_ parable 
because of certain marks that dif- 
ferentiate it from a parable. Look 
at verses 19 and 20 he speaks of a 
certain rich man and a BEGGAR 
NAMED LAZARUS. 

Characters are never named in 
parables. Therefore this is not a 
parable but these characters were 
men that lived in the Old Testa- 
ment times and this story is_his- 


from the parable standpoint. 

We will call it a parable. Now 
let me ask you. “Why did Christ 
speak in parables?” Was it not to 
simplify his teachings? Then I ask 
you what other teaching can you 
get out of this scripture that will 
harmonize with other scriptures no 
matter how hard you try than this. 
There is an eternal hell where 
souls will be forever and ever who 
have ‘rejected God’s Son. And if 
this story in Luke 16 is not true, 
then the story of the prodigal in 
Luke 15 is not true. If Christ’s 
teachings about hell are false then 


-his teachings about Heaven are 


false also. | 
ask, why did the rich 
man go to hell and the beggar to 
Heaven? It was not because the 
rich man was rich that he went to 
hell, neither did Lazarus go to 
Heaven because he was poor. There 
are a lot of poor folks in hell, that 
they were poor here, and many 
that were rich here are now in 
Sine The poor man went to 
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may testify unto them lest they 


tory, but I will look at it with you. 
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0 FABLE, FICTION, 


(Continued from page two) 


Heaven because he trusted in God. 
The rich man went to hell because 
he put his trust in his riches. 

If this should have happened in 
this modern day the newspaper 
would have been full of praise for 
the good deeds of the rich man. 
Some modern preachers would 
have stood over his remains and in 
the minds of the people would 
have preached his soul right into 
the kingdom of God, And no doubt 
the newspaper in a little corner 
would have put in something like 


“Beggar found dead at the gate 
of so and so and was buried in the 
potter’s field.” 

But God said, “The. angels were 


his pallbearers and ushered his 


soul into glory.” 


Verse 22 tells us, “that the rich 


man died and was buried.” and the 


next verse says, “in hell he lift up 
his eyes being in torments.” Verse 
22 and 23 make a distinction be- 
tween the grave and hell. The 
grave contained the body of the 
rich man, but his soul went im- 
mediately to hell. 


V. Horrors in Hell 


“And in hell he lift up his eyes 
being in terments.” First of all I 
want you to see that this man was 
conscious of the fact that he was 
in hell, the place of eternal tor- 
ments. Hell will never consume the 
soul. Ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand years will bring you no near- 


- er the end. There is no end to eter- 


nity and the everlasting cry will 
be: 

“My punishment is greater than 
I can bear.” Not only is a man 
conscious of his eternal state, but 
he is there without Hope. Can you 
think of anything more horrible 
than to be in hell of hell without 
hope. No matter what state or con- 
dition you find man in this world 
you can always kindle in him a 
spark of hope. 


But in Hell There Ils No Hope 


Hope is the only thing that has 
helped to hold this world together 


in this time of depression. Put man 


in despair and take the virtue of 
hope from him, it would not be 
long until he would end it all. In 
hell there is no hope of ever es- 
caping the eternal torture. If you 
will notice the scriptures we are 


- considering you will readily see the 


rich man did not call for Abraham 
to save him out of this hell. 
Why? 


A Visit ‘‘Home’’ 
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Nearly one hundred subscriptions | 


to The Sword of the Lord were 
turned in. 

Beginning August 9th the edi- 
tor will be preaching in a union 
tent campaign on: the south side of 
Chicago, at 73rd St. and Wabash 
Avenue, sponsored by fourteen no- 
ble churches. The big tent is 80 
feet wide and 160 feet long. Al 
Smith will have charge of the song 
services. That revival effort con- 
tinues through Labor Day, Septem- 
ber 7th, God willing. We covet the 
prayers of all of our friends, and 
the attendance of those in the Chi- 
cago area. 

We keep having happy reports of 
people saved through gospel liter- 
ature. One letter told of three sol- 
diers saved through the booklet, 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved” and 
frequent reports come in one at a 
time from those who say they have 
trusted Christ after reading this 
twenty-four page booklet. We will 
be glad to send sample copies to 
any one on request and will furnish 
them free as God provides for care- 
ful distribution to men in the army, 
navy, marine corps or air corps, in 
missions, in child evangelism, or 
rural evangelism or mountain mis- 
sions, to Sunday school teachers, to 
prisons or to personal workers who 
will secure a promise to read the 
sermon by each one who takes it. 

We have also had reports in the 
last month of people saved thru 
the booklets “Bible Facts About 
Heaven” and ‘Religious but Lost” 
and through the editor’s sermon, 
“What Shall I Do Then with Je- 
sus?” in the Sword of the Lord. 
Another woman from a broken 
home was saved the edi- 
tor’s article “Just Pray.” 

We covet your Fi for this 
blessed ministry of 


| gospel litera- 

ture. Write us. 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
145 N. Hale St., Wheaton, Illinois. 


OR FACT 


Because there is no hope in hell. 
Spurgeon: ‘Our lost friends are 
lost forever: we recollect that 
there is no shadow of hope for 
them. When the iron gate of hell 
is once closed upon them, it shall 
never be unbarred again to give 
them free exit; when once shut up 
within walls of sweltering flame 
which girdle the fiery gulf, there is 
no possibility of flight: we recol- 
lect that they have ‘forever’ 
stamped upon their chains, “for- 
ever’ carved in deep lines of de- 
spair upon their hearts, It is the 
hell of hell that everything there 
lasts forever. Here time wears 
away our grief, and blunts the 
keen edge of our sorrow; but there 
time never mitigates the woe. Hell 
grows more hellish as eternity 
marches on with its mighty paces; 
the abyss becomes more dense and 
fiery, the sufferers more ghastly 
and wretched, as years, if there 
be such sad variety in that fixed 
state, roll their everlasting rounds. 
Here the sympathy of loving kin- 
dred in the midst of suffering or 
sickness can alleviate our pain; 
but there the tortured ghosts are 
sport for fiends, and the mutual 
upbraidings and reproaches. of fel- 
low sinners give fresh sins to tor- 
ment too dread to be endured. 
Here, too, when Nature’s last pal- 
liative ‘shall fail, to die may be a 
happy release. A man can count 
the weary hours till death shall 
give him rest; but, oh! remember, 
there is no death in hell. If death 
could go there all the damned 
would fall down and worship him, 
every tongue would sing, and every 
heart would praise; each cavern 
then would echo with a shout of 
triumph, till all was still, and Sil- 
ence brood where-terrors reigned. 
But no, the terrible reality is this, 
“Their worm dieth not, and . the 
fire is not quenched.” 


And Again There Is No Fellowship 
in Hell 


No fellowship with friends. 

No fellowship with loved ones. 

Everyone appreciates fellowship 
here and at times hunger for it, 
but in hell there is no fellowship. 


There Is No Love in Hell. 


No love of a father. 

No, not even the great love of a 
mother. 

I would not want to live in a 


home where there is no love. I 


would not want to live in a country 
without love. Think of it. 


No Love in Hell | 


No, not even the great love of God. 
It ceases to extend beyond the 
portals of Hell. 


No Sympathy in Hell 


I can remember when a boy how 
mother would always sympathize 
with us children when ill. The doc- 
tor would come and give his medi- 
cine. But you know that which 
helped us most was the sympathy 
of mother. She would sit by our 
bedside and never tire of caring 
for us, stroke our fevered brow, 
and what a tonic her sympathy 
was. 


But in Hell There is no Sympathy 


Abraham said, “Son remember” 
Oh, that I could get you to see that 
you will be in your right mind, 
conscious of the fact that you are 
in the eternal hell! In Mark 9:44: 
Christ speaks of hell as the place 
where, “the worm dieth not, and 
the fire is never quenched.” 


I BELIEVE THE WORM THAT 
DIETH NOT- IS THE MIND 
THAT SHALL NEVER CEASE 
TO FUNCTION. You will remem- 
ber the prayers of your saintly 
mother and father, you will re- 
member every sermon you ever 
heard. Every revival you ever at- 
tended, and every time you said no 
to God. And no one to blame, but 
yourself. Those old hymns you 
have heard will echo in your mem- 
ory forever and ever. | 

“Softly and Tenderly Jesus is 
calling.” 

BUT YOU CAN'T ANSWER. 

“For you I am praying.” 

BUT YOU CAN’T PRAY. 

The words of Jesus will flash on 


the screen of your eternal memory. 


“Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. | 

But, ah, you cannot respond. 
lf You Should Be Called to Meet 
God Now Where Would You Be 

in Eternity ‘ 

You say, I am not ready but I 


intend to be saved ‘some day. Let 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


me repeat, the road to hell is paved 


| with good intentions. There is not 


a soul in hell that intended to go 
there. If it were possible to bring 
all of hell back and let them give 
a word of warning to this lost 
world, I’m sure it would be some- 
thing like this. “I DID NOT IN- 
TEND TO GO THERE.” Stand the 
atheist up and let him talk. He is 
no longer an atheist now. His 
warning would be, ‘‘Yes, I was an 
atheist but I did not intend to go 
to hell.” The drunkard, the harlot, 
the gangster, the murderer, the 
moralist and the ones that trusted 
in false religions would cry with 
one accord; we did not intend to 
go to hell!’ 


There is one pre-eminent desire 
in hell, that is, that no one else 
Should come there. This rich man 
wanted Abraham to send Lazarus 
to preach to his brothers-that they 
might be converted and not come 
there. Why? Because it would 
make his hell more hellish. No 
doubt he had led his brothers away 
from God and had helped to damn 
their poor souls. He knew that 
when they came they would gnash 
at him because he had influenced 
them against God. Remember in 
hell there is no hope, no love, no 
fellowship, no sympathy but a 
dreadful memory for the countless 
ages to come of the many times 
you turned your back upon the 
Saviour, God’s Son, for sin and an 
eternal hell. 

While preaching in one of the 
large jails in Chicago I noticed a 
young man that seemed to be 
touched during the message, At 
the close of the service I walked 
over to the bars and began to talk 
with him about his ‘soul, but soon 
found that he was not giving much 
thought concerning his salvation. 
This young man immediately be- 
gan to tell me why he was there, 
and on the morrow he was to leave 
for Joliet prison, where he would 
remain for seven years, I tried to 
interest him in salvation but every 


‘| time he would come back to his 


seven years behind the bars. Soon 
I had’ to leave. He asked me to 
deliver a message to his mother 
in Chicago which I did. As I said 
goodbye to him and turned from 
his cell I heard him say, “SEVEN 
LONG YEARS IN JOLIET.” And 
as I turned the corner of that long 
row of celis I heard him once more 
in faint words repeat “SEVEN 
LONG YEARS IN JOLIET.” As I 
drove my car to the West side of 
the city where I was to preach 
that afternoon I continued to think 
of those words, Seven long years 
in Joliet. And at last there flashed 
on the screen of my mind that aw- 
ful scene that will take place at 
the last judgment where Christ 
will judge the wicked and the 
dead. 

In Revelation 20:11-15, John 
said, “And I saw a great white 
throne and him that sat on it, 
from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away; and there was 
found no place for them.” 


“And I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and another 
book was opened, which is the book 
of life: and the dead were judged 
out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to 
their works.” 

“And the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it; and death and 
hell delivered up the dead which 
were im them: and they were 
judged every man according to 
their works.” 

“And death and hell were cast 
into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death.’ 

“And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire.” 


As they. are cast into the lake 
of fire at this judgment we will not 
hear them say, “Seven long years 
in hell,” nor seven hundred, nor 
seven thousand, nor e ven seven 


‘awful cries: 

“Lost! Lost! Lost! For eternity! 
Time without end in the hell of 
hell! Eternity in hell! Won’t you 
right now get on your knees and 


| open your heart to God and accept 


and confess Jesus Christ as your 
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Saviour and stand on God’s prom- 
ise in John 3:16: 

“For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten 
son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but. have 
everlasting life.” 

Whosoever includes you. 


My Decision for Christ 


If you will trust Christ as your 
Saviour now, will you please sign 
this decision slip and either clip it 
out and mail it, or copy it if you 
like, or write us a letter or card 
something like this: 

Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
The Sword of the Lord 

145 N. Hale St. 

Wheaton, Illinois. 

I have just read the sermon on 
“Hell” by Evangelist Porter L. Bar- 
rington. Knowing that Jesus Christ 
died for me, because I am a sinner, 
and that I can be saved only by 
His Grace, I here and now trust 
Him, as my own personal Saviour, 
and will confess Him before men 
as my Lord. Please tell Brother 
Barrington for me. 


Name 


Address 


Now I know nothing better than 
to get on your knees and thank 
God for saving you. 

Read the Bible daily, seek Chris- 
tian fellowship, and unite with a 
good church where the Word is 
preached, 


(This fine message may be had 
in pamphlet form from the author 
at 425 7th Avenue, Altoona, Pa.) 


—-——Q--- 


“The Sword of the Lord has been 
a real blessing to my spiritual life 
and a great help to my ministry in 
the Gospel.” Rev, C—— K. B-—, 
Fresno, Californa. 
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Soul Saved Thru 
Editor’s Sermon in 


“The Answer’’ 


Magazine 


The editor of The Sword of the 
Lord is especially happy that a 


and magazines quote often from 
The Sword of the Lord and the 
writings of the editor. June 26 Rev. 
John L. Bray, editor of The An- 
swer, a weekly Christian magazine 


wrote as follows: 


“I am sure that Brother Rice 
would be glad to learn of the fol- 
lowing: One of his sermons which 
I suppose was preached at the 
Rocky Mountain Bible School re- 
cently, appeared in The Western 
Voice (Harvey Springer, Editor). 
As Brother Rice and Brother 
Springer both have given me per- 
mission to use their material, I 
reprinted the sermon in our paper, 
The Answer. A day or two ago a 
letter was received by us from a 
patient in the County Hospital here 
in Jacksonville, a portion of which 
I quote: 


“I am very happy to write this 
morning and let you know how 
wonderful the Lord has been this 
week, My friend I asked prayer for 
some time ago was. gioriously 
saved Thursday morning through 
reading The Answer. 


“She was reading the sermon 
entitled, ‘“‘A Saviour for Sinners,” 
St. Luke 18:13, the last part of 
that verse, “God be mercifui to me 
a sinner.” And I am very proud to 
witness this. Her name is M 
C * 


“I am going to visit this lady. 
We thank God for this soul.’” 

We give initials of the lady saved 
instead of the full name, though 
Mr, Bray gave us the name in full. 


We rejoice and take courage. 


HELPERS IN 


The following gifts have come 
Must I Do to Be Saved? booklets 
and sailors: 


Mr. and Mrs. G. G. Bolyard, North Dakota 
Mr. and Mrs. Einer Christensen, Wisconsin 


Mrs. J. H, Wilson, Mississippi 
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, particularly for use among soldiers 
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Mrs. Clarence Kendricks, Oklahoma 


Dr, B. McDowell, Missouri 


Mrs. Mack Fors, Wisconsin 


A Friend, Minnesota 


Miss Florence S. Smith, Missouri 


Mr. H. Bleck, Michigan 


Miss Ruth E. Privatt, Wisconsin 


Rev. Olney E. Cook, New York 


Mr. and Mrs. Carl Reynen, Virginia 


Miss Caroline Kind, Kansas 


Mrs. John M. Karns, Kansas 


Miss Hazel Fulton, Nebraska 


A Friend, Illinois 


Mrs. A. B. Hughes, New Jersey 


A Friend, New York 


A Friend, Washington, D. C. 


A Friend, Iowa 


Mrs. R. H. Poston, Minnesota 


Mr. and Mrs. Ben H. Ritzenthaler, 


California 


Mrs. D. Schuitema, Michigan 
Mrs. Henry Huizenga, Michigan 


Mrs. A. M. Prichard, Texas 


Mrs. Wm. Thompson, Iowa 


Mr. C. Jansen, Wisconsin 


Mr. Edwin A. Hutchins, California 


Mr. and Mrs, L. O. Smith, Iowa 


Mrs. Peter Olson, Iowa 


Mrs. L. A. Young, Wisconsin 


Miss Katie Kopp, Nebraska 


Mrs. Edna Wolcott, Nebraska 


Mr. F. D. Ordway, New York 


Mr. L, L. Bakelar, New Jersey 


Mrs. J. M. Dixon, Nebraska 


Mr. Evert D. Waleen, Nebraska 


‘Mr. Milton E. Frantz, Michigan 


Mr, and Mrs. Lynn Taylor, Indiana 


Miss Bertha Johnson, Illinois 


Mrs, Ray Riggs, Indiana 


Mrs. Chas. A. Townsend, Illinois 


A Friend, Ilinois... 


Mrs. E. H. Arrants, Minnesota 
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a | prayerfully distribute no less than 
_ § 500 tracts a year will receive 


Chapel Talk - as 
(Continued from page one) 


there was no water even in its 
deepest pools. Then the word of the 
Lord came to him again. I wonder 
what must have been his anticipa- 
tion when there came to his inner 
consciousness the still. small voice 


‘of God’s Spirit saying unto him, as 


we read in verse 9 of I Kings 17: 
“Arise, get thee to Zarephath.” He 


had waited a long time, how long 


we do not know, in that quiet and 
obscure place with faith and obe- 
dience unto God. He would not 
move therefrom until God made it 
plain to him that he should go. 


Finally, the word came to him, 


“Arise,” and I have sought to im- 
agine for myself what must have 
been his anticipation. Certainly I 
think. he must have thought this: 
“Finally God, who has dealt in 
judgment and in severity upon the 
children of Israel and their idola- 
trous king, now is calling upon me 
to return to Samaria and there 
again to proclaim the truth of 
God.” I am sure Elijah would not 
have been in the least bit surprised, 
in fact he would have been de- 
lighted, if God had said to him, 
“Arise, get thee to Samaria. Ahab 
walks in sackcloth and ashes.” That 
was not God’s word. The Lord said 
to him, “Arise, get-thee to Zare- 
phath which belongeth to Sidon.” 

Zarephath, you will recall, was a 
pagan town, just a little wide place 
in the road. When our Lord Jesus 
sought to impress upon his hearers 
in his own home town of Nazareth 
that. God had concern also for the 
Gentiles who by nature. were not 
part of the covenant of Abraham, 
he gave them two illustrations. He 
declared that there were many lep- 
ers in the day of Elisha, but only 
Naaman the Syrian received cleans- 
ing from leprosy. There were many 
widows, said our Lord, in the day 
of Elijah; but it was unto a widow 
in Zarephath of Sidon, a pagan 
woman, the prophet of God was 
sent. Zarephath was just a little 
place way out on the fringe of 
things, away from the borders of 
Israel. What a strange providence 
that God’s servant so sorely and 
severely tested by the dwindling 
brook of Cherith should now find 
that he was instructed, not to a 
place of human prominence or re- 
sponsibility, but again te obscurity 
and apparent uselessness. 

I brought along this little copy 
of Annie Johnson Flint, who says 
to us this commonplace truth in 
her beautiful way of expression: 


Fret not because thy place is small, 
Thy service need not be, 

For thou canst make it all there is 
Of joy and ministry. 


The dewdrop, as the boundless sea, 
In God’s great plan has part; 

And this is all He asks of thee; 
Be faithful where thou art. 


In thee His mighty hand can show 

The wonders of His grace, 

And He can make the humblest 
room 

A high and holy place. 


Thy life can know the blessedness 
Of resting in His will; 

His fulness flows unceasingly 

Thy cup of need to fill. 


His strength upon thy weakness 
waits, 

His power for thy task. 

What more, O child of all His care, 

Could any great one ask? 


A small place was that to which 
Elijah was called; and you students 
will find in these days, and espe- 
cially in the days to come, that a 
part of life’s discipline will be in 
its delays. Elijah desired to get to 
Samaria, but God sent him unto 
Zarephath because there were new 
lessons of training and of prepara- 
tion for this servant of God. The re- 
sult was that when he was told to 
go (verse 10), he arose and went 


to Zarephath, with implicit confi- 
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dence and obedience unto the word 
of God. 

Note, then, that God had made 
promise of provision for him in the 
words of verse 9, “and dwell there; 

behold, I have commanded a widow 
woman there to sustain thee.” I 
rather think (we can’t,’ of course, 
make too much of a play on words; 
but at least in English) when God 
Said to him, “Arise and get thee 
to Zare .. .”—-he thought of Sa- 
maria—but God said Zarephath. 
When He said, “I have command- 
ed a’”— —wealthy ?—no, God said, “a 
widow woman, to provide for thee 
there.”” We have to learn that God’s 
ways are higher than our ways as 
heaven is higher than the earth, 
that God uses ravens rather than 
rich men, widows rather than 
wealthy worldings.- 


Now we ask ourselves the ques- 
tion: What manner of preparation 
did this woman of Zarephath have 
in order to be God’s instrument to 
supply the need of his trusting 
prophet? She also was undergoing 
the discipline of denial and appar- 
ent defeat even unto death; because 
when Elijah met her she had come 
to the extremity of going out with 
what little strength she had left 
to gather a few sticks that she 
might with the fire therefrom bake 
a cake for herself and her son 
of the little that remained. Beyond 
that there was no other prospect 
than death. That seems strange to 
us from a human point of view, 
that God will allow His people to 
come to the point of utter human 
extremity; but I want to say to 
you, you will never begin to find 
the reality of God in your life and 
circumstances until you come to 
the end of yourself. It may be a 
matter of trusting God for mate- 
rial things. It may be a matter of 
trusting God for physical help-in 


‘the need you have before you. It 


may be a need of trusting God for 
guidance or for grace or the un- 
folding of His plan for you or His 
protection far you in the time of 
danger. You and I never begin to 
learn the things of God until we 
are utterly cast only upon Him. 


Again I say to you that it seems 


a hard and cruel fate to us that this 


woman should endure those long 
days and weeks of anguish as she 
saw the supply of food dwindling 
in her own larder, and also to 
know there was no more to be had 
in the village. She was not so much 
concerned for herself as for her lit- 
tle son. Finally, she had come to 
the stark reality that beyond this 
handful of meal and this little bit 
of olive oil, beyond them lay only 
death. I wonder if she thought, 
“Which of us two will last longer?” 
When you have come to years of 
responsibility for little ones in 
your home and have seen them in 
tremendous need, physical need it 
may be, as I have seen in my day, 
how heart-breaking then to realize 
the utter human helplessness of all 
that we would do. To that point 
came this widow woman. But that 
was not far enough. God pushed her 
beyond that, as though it were a 
kind of testing. This distressed soul 
met a man in the gateway as she 
went out to gather what sticks she 
could, and to have this man ask of 
her the last that she had! She had 
hoarded it; she had guarded it from 
her neighbors; she had held it 
finally to the last for herself and 
for her son with the hope possibly 
that somehow there would be pro- 
vision beyond this; but she had lost 
hope even of the future; and now 
God speaking through Elijah asked 
of her that last full measure of hu- 
man devotion! 


“Oh,” you say to us, “God isn’t 
like that.” I reply, “That is God’s 
way of showing to us His unsearch- 
able riches and grace.’”’. Long cen- 
turies before the day of this widow 
woman there walked a solitary man 
with his young son, the age of 
whom we do not know. All we 
know is that these two walked up, 
climbed Mount Moriah, to the point 
where the altar was made, and 
Abraham had his son tied upon that 
altar and the knife raised before 
God called out of Heaven and said, 


| “It is enough. Because thou hast 


done this and hast not withholden 
thine only son, therefore the earth 
be blessed.” God does not desire to 
distress His people; but He wants 
us to learn the truth, the reality, 
the glory of a life so utterly yield- 
ed that it will seek first and oniy 
the kingdom of God and of his 
righteousness. To that point came 
this widow when she heard Elvjah's 
words. 

How wicked those words must 


|have seemed to her, “Make first a 


cake for me, afterward for you and 
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bombs over London? Why gutted 
Warsaw? Why ravaged Rotter- 
dam? Why Pearl Harbor? Why 
tens of millions under arms? Why 
the shadow of death covering an 
entire earth? Why hunger, naked- 
ness, pestilence, concentration 
camps, confiscation of honéstly ac- 
cumuiated property, why Chekas, 
Gestapos? History firmly, inexor- 
ably, unequivocally, definitely, in- 
escapably, answers these questions. 

At the end of our own Revolu- 
tionary War, or a little time after, 
about 1790, France was in the 
throes of its Revolution. The lead- 
ers there, not content with guillo- 
tining the king and over-throwing 
the government, defied God by out- 
lawing religion. For the first time 
in modern history, a nation went 
on record against God, Going to 
the streets of Paris, they borrowed 
a gilded courtezan, enthroned her 
in Notre Dame and adored her 
as the Goddess of Beauty. 


Infidelity swept the luckless na- 
tion. Immorality followed in its 
train. France became the nauseous 
cesspool from which vomited forth 
all that was evil, all that was de- 
grading, all that was defiling in 
styles, in amusements, in stage, in 
literature. In the wake of this im- 
morality, growing out of this god- 
lessness, Gaul succumbed to the 
ravages of the most unmentionable 
social diseases, The penalty contin- 
ued even to recent years. France 
lost the present war in the dens of 
Montmartre. God is using Hitler to 


-bring France to its knees in bitter 


penitence over its infidelity and im- 
morality. 

What happened in Germany? 
History will tell you that Lutheran 
Germany was a thrifty, clean-liv- 
ing, moral, sober, home-loving na- 
tion. A-change came with the in- 
troduction of rationalism, the school 
of thought which we here call mod- 
ernism. About 150 years ago, there 
arose in German universities a 
group of rationalizing, so-called 
Christian philosophers, who denied 
the divine inspiration of the Bible, 
the virgin birth of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the efficacy of the atone- 
ment, the resurrection from ‘the 
— the auiement, hell, and heav- 


The foundations of faith and the 
fear of God were banished from the 
hearts of too many Germans. 
French indecency, hitherto stemmed 


your son,” although God added that 
the cruse of oil should not fail and 
the meal in the barrels should not 
be wanting until the day rain would 
come. What was her response? She 
had her choice in the matter. She 
could have said, “Well, sir, I have 
this bit and I will keep it for me 
and for my son. I cannot believe 
what you say, that God will pro- 
vide for me and mine.” But verse 
14 says: “She went and did accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord.” And 
in doing, she found the truth of the 
promise. 

We are given the Word of God 
as to the blessedness’ of knowing 
heavenly things. Simon Peter heard 
the word of the Lord, “Blessed art 
thou; flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed this, but my father in heav- 
en.” There is a blessing in know- 
ing, but there is a blessing also in 
doing. Psalm 111 concludes with 
the words, “A good understanding 
have all they that do his command- 
ments; his praise endureth for- 
ever.” It is one thing to know, it is 
another thing to put into practice 
what we know. This widow woman 
received a promise because she 
stepped out on it without ever see- 
ing it with her natural eye at all. 
She went and did, with the result 
that for her and for her household 
there was,provision for many days, 
even until God did send rain upon 
the earth. 

And so when there come the de- 
lays in your life, into your disciple- 
ship, then shall you know that for 
us also God has blessings, of faith, 


of confidence, of obedience, as He 


had for Elijah and for this widow 
woman. 

Now shall we have a session of 
prayer. As we go to prayer this 
morning, our prayer shall be in 
particular for the spiritual need 
here on the campus of the College 
and Academy, and for those who 


jare unsaved in our midst or un- 


yielded to all the will of God. Shall 


we pray particularly for spiritual 


need? We shall have material and 
financial requests and ‘the like in | throned. 
ee 


poco 
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by religious barriers, swept into 
this land also. Family and commu- 
nity religion began to die out, Cru- 
elty, greed, bestiality, dreams of 
world conquest possessed the minds 
of the rulers. The swaggering, ar- 
rogant, sword-rattling Junker be- 
came the symbol of Germania. The 
loss of the last war rankled in the 


‘hearts of the military. Depression 


and the undoubted tyranny of some 
of the Versailles provisions added 
fuel. Hitler came along to become 
the match to set flame to this tin- 
der-dry brushwood. 


Rationalism's Result 

Hitler and Naziism are products 
of all the above contributing fac- 
tors, permitted and used by God to 
bring to heel a God-dethroning, 
Christ-denying world. Hitler is the 
noxious fruit of rationalism, irre- 
ligion, selfishness, immorality, Giv- 
en the fervent, forceful, faithful 
Lutheranism of Gustavus Adolphus 
and the other Protestant worthies, 
Germany could have stemmed and 
stifled the plague Naziism at the 
source. God is using Hitler to teach 
the rational outcome of rationalism, 
to bring the drifting German Chris- 
tians, preachers,’ professors, lay 
folk, to a realization of their need 
of the Christ-and the unadulterated, 
unexpurgated Bible. 

What happened in Russia? The 
record is self-instructive. Under the 
czars, the Greek Orthodox Church 
priesthood was ignorant, iniqui- 
tous, ineffective. Instead of stand- 
ing for and with the people, it 
joined hands with the tyrants to 
oppress, depress, and repress all of 
the commonalty who, dissatisfied 
with their terrible poverty and il- 
literacy, were seeking a way out. 

The Bolsheviki came along, es- 
sentially atheistic. They were of 
the people and, in theory at least, 
for the people. Overthrowing the 
government, they strove and are 
striving to banish all religion. Be- 
cause of their unqualified atheism, 
Stalin and the present leaders hold 
life cheaply. Purges mean to them 
no more than the destruction of 
so many robots, so many machines 
that have gotten out of order. It 
is my fervent hope and prayer that 
before this terror comes to its end, 
the Bolsheviki may have a change 
of heart. 


England's Recent History 

What happened in England? 
There is the direst tragedy of them 
all. England, great England, 
mighty England, conquering Eng- 
land, England, on whose posses- 
sions the sun never sets, the Eng- 
land of Francis Drake, of William 
of Orange, of Nelson, of Welling- 
ton, of Chinese Gordon, of Balka- 
lava, pussyfooting, kowtowing be- 
fore an Austrian paper hanger 
Why? 

The rationalism of Germany, the 
infidelity and immorality of 
France, crossed the English chan- 
nel, inundating the land of Lati- 
mer and Ridley, of Cromwell and 
Bunyan, of Spurgeon and Parker. 
A great grandson of good Queen 
Victoria sold his mighty birthright 
for the blandishments of a twice- 
divorced woman. England had for- 
gotten the God of Kipling’s Reces- 
sional. Many of England’s preach- 
ers, being more interested in the 
latest pronouncements from Rome 
(shades of the Puritans!) or from 
Russia, were in pinkish politics and 
communistic conclusions, 

Formality supplanted fervor, 
while polite platitudes replaced 
passionate pleadings. So - called 
Christian England, the defender of 
Democracy, saw Japan rape China, 
Italy despoil Ethiopia, Germany 
ravage Czechoslovakia, without 
saying too much. It was only when 
the Hun battalions came in sight 
of the English Channel that the 
lion bestirred himself. 

It may be I am wrong. I am a 
Jew. My hope, the hope of my poor 
people, under God, is in the victory 
of the Allies. America is my be- 
loved mother. God give her tri- 
umph over all her foes! But» Eng- 
land waited an _. unconscionably 
long while. God was largely out 
of the picture. It was freedom, 
commerce, open sea lanes, 

What happened in America? 
Again German rationalism wedded 
to French immorality, this time 
enhanced by English indifference, 


dampened the fires and forces of} 


religion and godliness. Drunken- 


ness, irreligion, licentiousness, por- | 


nography on stage, screen, maga- 
zine stand, library shelf, radio, let 
loose a plethora of filth that 


swamped the decency, the honor,)| 


the patriotism of young and old. 


God is forgotten. Christ is de-. 
The bible lies about gath- 
ering . Gut. Ths house of God is 
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half filled. The Sabbath is dese- | 
crated. The marriage vows are an- 
nulled. Social diseases have be- 
come a burdensome, murderous, 
maddening problem. Soul-winning 
is a lost art. Intercessors are con- 
Spicuous by their absence, Souls, 
souls, multiplied multitudes of — 
them, are hastening down the 
broad way to hell. Hany of our 
preachers are modernistic, and 
most of those who still claim the 
fundamentals of faith as their be- 
lief are lukewarm. 

A million and more wmeén, 
snatched out of the normal, pro- 
ductive, nation-upbuilding walks of 
life, trained to maim, to kill, to 
destroy, many of them to satur- 
ate some foreign soil with their’ | 
hearts’ blood, is the bitter answer. — 
Pearl Harbor is the bloody answer. 
Nation-wide blackouts are _ the 
bleak answer. God is using Hitler 
to remind America of the religion 
of the Pilgrim Fathers; the found- 
ers of this marvelous land of ours. 


The Penitence Required 


The Word of God is clear. The 
requirements of heaven are defi- 
nite. ‘Come, and let us return un- 
to the Lord,” is the wide-open, the 
only available, way out. 

“Let us return unto the Lord” 
in penitential confession of all our 
own sins and shortcomings. With- 
out any reservation, let us pros- 
trate ourselves before the Throne 
of All Grace, imploring God to 
pardon us for our iniquities, to rid 
us, to strip us of everything that 
is displeasing in His sight. Let us 
hide. nothing, avoid nothing, deny 
nothing. “He that covereth his sins 
shall not prosper: but whoso con- 
fesseth and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy.” 

“Let us return unto the Lord’ 
in humble yet earnest supplication 
and intercession. This is the hour 
to test the prayer-answering prom- 
ises and powers of Jehovah. “Call 
unto me, and I will answer thee, 
and show thee great and mighty 
things, which thou knowest not,” 
is still in the Bible. 

Moses prayed, and the Lord de- 
livered an entire people out of the 
bondage of Egypt. Elijah pleaded, 
and God revived an entire nation. 
Wesley prayed, and God turned the 
hearts of a world toward right- 
eousness. Let us pray 2!sc. God 
will hear and answer. The name of 
our. holy Redeemer will be glori- 
fied. Satan will be overcome. Souls 
will be saved. Saints will be sanc- 
tified. 

“Let us return unto the Lord’ 
in sincere dedication of self and 
substance. Penitence and interces- 
sion are not genuine until they re- 
sult in and are followed by surren- 
‘der of the will and service to the 
work of God. “Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to heark- 
en than the fat of rams” is still 
the way to the ear, the heart, the 
good pleasure, the blessings, of the 
Eternal. 

In God’s merciful, compassion- 
ate, powerful hands, we Christians 
are the standard bearers. 


The Prosperity Promised 

If we meet the Lord’s conditions, 
He will forgive our sins. Satan will 
be rebuked and vanquished. The 
peace of God will once more flood 
our very beings, and we shall again 
stand accepted and acceptable in 
His sight. Oh, for the forgiveness 
of our sins, for the: blotting out of 
our transgressions, for the wash- 
ing away of our iniquities! Oh, for 
the Lord to turn over to a clean 
page, and give us a new start! 
Oh, for America on its face in pen- 
itence, then on its feet in the ful- 
ness of pardon! 

Our land will then be healed. Oh, 
God grant it, for Jesus’ sake! . 
In this hour of crisis, in this 
hour of uncertainty, in this hour - 
of self-denial, in this hour of blood, 
oh, America, “Let us return unto 
the Lord,” for He and He alone will . 
Save us and save our land. |e 
(From The King’s Business, used | 
by special permission.) 
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